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The Governor's Speech

Addressing the gethering, His Excellency sald : I am
pleased to see this large assembly to-day. The beginning dates
back to the year 1898 when the lease of the New Territories handed
over by China to Great Britain. At that time there was some slight
misunderstanding, and the natives of Kam Tin village were not
prepared to welcome the new Government with guite the enthusiasm
which we had hoped. The result of the misunderstanding was the
removal of the old gates, of which they were justly proud. 1 hope
that during the twenty-seven years, which have elapsed since that
time we have come to know each other better, and that the village
of Kam Tin has realized that our object in this territory is merely
to do the best we can for the village and its inhabitants. Our
relations have been of the most friendly character throughout this
time, and therefore last year when I was reminded of the fact that
the pgates had been removed and was asked whether I could have them
sent back, I had the greatest pleasure in coblaining then from
England, where they have been kept, and restoring them to the
village, as a mark both of our goodwill to the people and of our
appreciation of the loyaity which they have shown during these
years and the good order which has always existed in the territory.
The pecple of the New Territory have deserved well of us by giving
us every assistance, and I have much pleasure in bringing these gates
back. The gates have, I believed, been in the village for several
hundred vears, and I hope they will remain for many hundred of years,
and the village will prosper in future even more than it has done in

the past.
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